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The City of San Pedro Sula (15°29'N, 87°02 W) , with a population of about

39 thousand, is the largest urban ares of Honduras after Tegucigalpa. It

18 & commercisl city with much industry and mercantile activity. It‘has
also been the traditional headquarters of an incumbent govermment's political

there wvas little politicel activity in .
elections.

opposition. As of—
anticipation of th

The military commendant of North Honduras, General (fnu) Zalaya, has been
mentioned as presidential timber for the Nationalist Party. He i8 owaner
of the San Pedro Sula radio station and has been promoting the Nationalist
cause with broadcasts in favor of the non reformist party. This termin-

ology 1s a direct attempt to &iscredit the Reformist Party and the reueogades
from tle Nationalista. )

Liberal Party activity through | v2s ot & wintow in Ban Podro

Sula. The patronege problem inhibits many political aspirante from

declaring themselves as govermment Jobs 5. ® reserved for the victors alome.
Bureaucrats in particular are reticent to commit themselves. The Liberal

Party in Northk aree is suffering from lack of good caundidates, or ab least

a lack of openly declared candidates. Idberal Party propagendists include

Dr. (fou) Peraza, & general practitioner, who has been very interested in

DeMolay movexznt, and is a Mason. He presided at the reception given for

Juan Gélvez in San Pedro Sula on the occasion of the publicized massacre

during the ragime of Carfas. Peraza has used the merv.:y of that affeir to .
aiscredit the then Minlster of War Gélvez , and Car{as » in msgazine h
articles. His rude persomality limits hie popularity and effectiveness.

Another Liberal propagarniist of San Pedro Suls is Senora Graciela Bo >

e writer.ond friemd of Dr Peraza. She writes for Honduras eod Y [

Her political beliefs do not blind ber to expediency, bowever, aund she

wag hostess at a large receptioca for Senora Julio Iozamo ir 1951 or 1952.

While 1n exile in Guacemala some years ago Bogran helped write e book

entitled Massacre in Sen Pedro, dealing with the occurreuce of Caries’

regime. ] :
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L. Fruit compeny employees working in San Pedro Sula area ere for the greater
- part anti-Nationelist. Liberal Party ideals appeal tc them because of
- promises of reform and because the Party is in opposition to the Nation-
alists. They are sympathetic towards agrarlien refocrm movement in
Guatemala though wery of the restlessness thet prevails there. Workers
_ére not satisfled that all is well in Guetemala but ar: ot politicail,
educated enough to know why. : :

= who live
iged te pay

ce, and they are .

5.  Large land holdings exist in Hondur:ss owned vy absentee lapol
in Tegucigalpa and abroaed. Tenants are not ordinari -
rent  f products raised are sufficient cnly for subs

responsible only for repairing iences. In practic - nenants tend to live
at the subsistence level. 8uch & condftion hels. . potential for
exiloitation by agitators identical L3 that irn Juatenals.
6. A communist cell w2z diz:crsed in Ssn Ped: o Sule in — This 25X1A
.cell was compoged of = oup residing Ir e reniéd house who were in the
proces:t of exploitirs .ruit company v . -lorg. They had a supply of printed
and pictorilal matisr 211 of which wa. . sniiscated by the police. Members

of the cell wer. (:.p-d off to the ra

and police iner-.css. All escaped ¢ tre border into Guatemala by way
I e ) of Rio Chare . ..in Vailey near M..oiice (15201, 88933'W). None were

identified .s to nulionality. ik 8ll were Central Americans.

- their quarters by advance publicity

T. Primary scinol system is resuiting in rising literacy of natives. Magazines
‘and pupers sell well in San Psdro Sula. _Periodicals include Mexican Tiempo,
Argeniiae Pilliken - children's magazine, Argentine Haciende - agricultural,
and rumerous US magazines. The US Hatiocnal Geographic is screened carefully
eitier in US or Tegucigalpe by officiels to determine ir maps are included
that locate Honduras-Nicaragua border unfevorable to the former.
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